
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFIGER ,TELANGANA
GENERAL ADM!NISTRATION (ELECTTONS) DEPARTMENT

sth Ftoor, North Block Buddha Bhavan Secunderabad -500 003

Memo No.9133/Etecs.D/A2l2021-6 Dated;09.11.2.021

Sub:-Biennial Election to the Telangana Legislative Council from Og Local
Authorities' Constituencies for 12 seats due to retirement of sitting members
on 04.01 .2022- schedule of Election -communicated -Reg.

Ref:- ECl, Press Note No. ECI/PN/92t2021, dt: 09. 11.2021

-:o0o:-
A copy of the ECI Press Note dated: 09.11.2021, wherein the ECI has

communicated the following programme for conduct of Biennial Election to the
Telangana Legislative Council from 09 Local Authorities' Constituencies for 12 seats
due to retirement of sitting members on 04.01 .2022 is fonruarded herewith for taking
further necessary action.

EVENTS DATES & DAYS

1 lssue of Notifications 16.11.2021, (Tuesday)

2 Last date of making Nominations 3.11.2021, (Tuesday)

3 Scrutiny of Nominations 24.1 1 .2021, (Wednesday)

4 Last date for withdrawal of candidatures 26.11.2021, (Friday)

5 Date of Poll 10.12.2021, (Friday)

6 Hours of Poll 08.00 am to 04.00 pm

7 Counting of Votes 14.12.2021 (Tuesday)

8 Date before which election shall be completed 16.12.2021, (Thursday)

DT. SHASHANK GOEL,
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER &

E.O. SPL.CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVT.
To,
The Director General of Police, Hyderabad. (w.es.)
The Addl.D.G.P (Law & Order), Telangana, Hyderabad.
All the District Superintendents of Police / Commissioner of Police, Telangana State

(through the all Collectors & District Collectors concerned) (w.e.)
All Departments of Telangana Secretariat.
Copy to:
All Officers in G.A. (Elecs) Dept. (w.es.)
All Sections in G.A.(Elecs.) Dept (w.es.)
PM(rr)
SLA

// FORWARDED BY ORDER // #CTION OFFICER
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ELECTION CCMMISSION OF INDIA
Aslrol<a Ro;rd, \it'r,rrc'ir;ir, Sririar;, Neu. Delhi- I 10001

No: ECI/PN/5O/2O2O Dated" 27"r August, 2O2O

,.- i

f":
.{PRESS NOTE

Election Commission of lndia approved the broacl guidelines for conduct of
generailbye elections during covlD-lg period. These are available at
iittps:..dq! gr)\.rn,files-f lc. l16?gurrkliilcr.ti.;r crr11111191 of,gcnerll-electittnbyc-elec_tion

dttring lirr i,l--i,.r

Arlcr r:nsel r;l coYil)-l9 p,inir-'niil ir': lr:rlia, Ministn, o[ I-rome Affairs

{MHA) and N4inrslrv of l-leaith arrd Fi.rrnil},Welfare (MoHpW) have been

rssulllg guidelir:es ll-om t-rtne Lu tim(: Irr their latest circular dated 29th July,

2A20, MHA has issued comprehensive guidelinesldirectives to be followed

countlt'ide . Similarly, Ministn, ol f.lealth &. Irarnily Weifars has also issued

SOP on disiniectior:, sanitization, an<i prevenl,ii-rn fi:r containing COVID-19.

Earlier, Commission, on l7ri,.rulv, 2A2O, had sought

viewslsuggestions of Narional/Statc Polirical Parties till 31$July, 2020, and

had furti-rer exlcndrci thc plr:nrl till ilrr {1li,,r:st, 2,.)2O on rer'trrnst of the

Politir:al parties. Ct.rrr:missrt.,r: lr;,rs r:r:nsicit,red tire viervs/suggestions received

fr<lm vanous Political Partrcs urrtl Cl-riel'Electoral Oflrcers of StateslUTs on

electior-r campaign aud public rneetings.

Sal:cnt fcaturcs of thc guide lines rnciudc the foliorving:

Thc Commission has revrsed ti:e norms of number o[ persons

accompanying the candidatr and number r:f vehicles at the time of

nomination. It has also created optionai. facility to lill the nomination form

and rhe afficlavit online and subrnission of the sarne, after laking print,

beforr- thc RO conuernecJ, For tht: ftrst tirne, the carrdidates will have tlre

ilption ao dcposit scc',.irit.r,ainr).ru ftrr i'untcstirrg, rhc clectior:s online.

Keeprng the cor:l"ainment guideiines in view, tl"re Commission has limitcd the

number of persons including canciidale for door to door campaign to live.



Pubiic meeling and road shor.vs shall be pe rmissible u'ith sr.ritablc

instructions subject to containment. ifustructions issued by the l\{HAlStarei

Face Mask, Sanitizer, Thermal scanners. gloves, face shield and PPE kits

shall be used during the electoral process ensuring social distancing norms.

Hand gloves shall be provirleC tl ali tl:r' t:ir:r:tors ior slgning on the voter

register and pressing button ol EVM ioy, vr,trng.

The Chief Eiectoral Oflicers of concerned States/U'ls, shall rnake

comprehensive Slate/District & AC electionplans regarding arrangement

and preventive measures foliowing these guidelines Laking local conditions

into account. Thesc plans wili be prcpqreci rn ccnsultation with Nodal Officer

for COVID- 19 in their respective States/UTs.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI - 110001

No.4/2020/SDR/VOL-I Datcd: 9'h October,2A20

To,
The PresidenVGeneral Secretary of
the recognized National/State Political Parties

Subjcct: Campaign during the period of pandemic COVID-19-reg.

Sir/Ivladam,

Election Commission of India has announccd the schedule for conduct of the

General Elections to the Legislative Assembly of the State of Rihar on 25.09.2020

(Press Nore No. ECI/PN16412020) and of the Bye-Elcctions of various State on

29.09.2020 and 05. 1 0.2020.

2. It would be recalled that on 21.08.2020, Elcction Commission issued

broad guidelines sctting the paradigm for the conduct of elections during the period

of COVID-19 after taking inputs from political panies and Chief Electoral Offrcers

of the StatesA;'l's. 'Ihese guidelines were widely circulatcd and are available at

.in/fi1 lel12 s-fbr-

d-l91

3. Further, tilection Commission on 1.10.2A20, after widc ranging

consultations in Bihar during its visit fiom 2g.Og'2020 to 01'10'2020 with

National/State Political Parties, Senior Officers ol'the State, CEO, DEOs, SPs, etc'

and deliberations in Delhi with a view to ensuring the conduct of free, fair,

peaceful, transparent, ethical and safe elections during COVD-19' Commission

has
on andfor

future e

e

du ring ofn mlc COVID-19 in the following



manner

url

reearding/ )

1) The maximum limit on the number of star campaigners for recognized

National/State political parties shall be 30 in place of 40 and for

unrecognized registered political parties it shall be 15 in place of 20 during

the period of Pandemic.

2) Accordingly, the period of submission of the list of star campaigners is

extended from 7 days to 10 days from the date of notification. Political

parties, which have alreacly submitted a list of star campaigners shall

resubmit a revised list within the stipulated period.

3) Request fbr permission {br the campaigning by star campaigners shall be

submittcd to the district election authorities at least 48 hours before the start

of campaign so that all necessary safety mcasures aro put in place by all

concerned stakeholders well in time'

4. covlD-l9 pandemic has affected the electoral process world over' In these

challenging times, COVD-l9 related guidelines issued by MHA, Minisbry of

Health & Family welfare and StateAjl' Governments from time to time have

prescribed detailed preventive measures including wearing of masks' use of

sanitizers, observance of social distancing at all stages wherever public interface in

physical form is involved. observance of these preventive measures is a duty cast

upon all the stakeholders in thc rarger interest of public health. T'his would require

advance planning, prior pcrmission from the district authorities, massive awareness

activities, and ensuring strict discipline by all concerned' As representatives of

public, this onerous responsibility rests with the political parties to ensure that they

not only cooperate with the district machineries in following the due norms of

with immedia,te effect: (hllp[/ieci'gov'in/file



public health safety as prescribed, but also instill a sense of discipline for civic

behavior in thcir cadre whilc doing ground managcment during campaign times. It
is requested that you may like to issue advisory to all your field representatives to

demonstrate utmost vigil and care to abide by all the extant instructions in larger

interest of public health and avoid any penal action for breaching the provisions.

5. District Fllection machinery is making all necessary electoral arrangement,

taking into account safety requirements, as directed by Commission. However, as

an important stakeholder of electoral proccss, you are requested to demonstrate the

utmost vigil and care during the period of campaign in larger interest of public

health.

6. Election Commission is confident that it will reccive fullest cooperation from

political parties in this regard.

Yours flithfully,

il,lL-
(N t Bhutia)

Secretary

Copy to: - The Chief Electoral Officers of all States and UTs with the request that

a copy of this letter may be sent to all registered political parties with

headquarters in the State/lJT including the State Units of the recognized

National and State Parties.



E[-,EC'I'ION COT,IM ISSION OIi I NDIA
\iltt"\('ll,\\ s,\l).\\, ,\sil{)K,\ lto,\l), \1.\\ l)t,"1"1il -l l(}{)01

No.41202l/SI)&Vol.l li iL-d=gdi{pril. 2o2l

'tb.

'l'hc l)rcsidcntr(icncral Sr-rcl'Ctiit'\

o['rccrrsrrizcr.l \aiional Stlie ptrlitie ll] nt:'tius.

Subjcct - Itcitcrating (iuidclincs liri str:rt oi)st'rlnr.rcu ol'('or,id l)rotocois tlLrrir:g clcction
ralIics. nrcctillg.s. cur:rnili{ninf:. \'ic. - r u;il:'iii:r1,

Sir.
It w'ould be rccallcd that lrlcction ('onrrnissiou issucd dctailcd guidclines lirr conduct

ol'gcncrai clcctionr'bi'c clcelion on 11.01t.2020. in vicu'ol'COVII)-19 pancicruic in thc

countr)'. alicr having considcrcii vicus.suggcsi.icns oi'r.arious Nationallstatc political partics

and Chicf i:lcctoral Oljrecrs ol'statcsit I ls. ln thc saicl guiclclincs. it r.r,as inrcr-alia srarcd in

ltcnr no. l3(3) that thc politiclrl parlirs and candidatcs conccrncd shoultt cnsure that all

COVII)-19 rclatcd rcquiremcnt likc latc masks. sanitizcrs, thcrmal scanning ctc. arr
fulfillcd during sach of thcsc activitics. Il was furlhcr statcrl lhat non-eompliancc 1f
instructions during thc period ol'puhlic intcrf'ncr will altract actions as pcr pror.'isions ol'

Scctions 5l to 60 o1'lhc l)isastcr \lanagcrncrrt Acr. 1005. bcsirics invocal.ir>n o1'scction llJg

ol'Inclian l)cnal L'odc. l1160 und as also spccilicd in },1llA Orcicr no. 40-3i?020-l)M-i(A)

datcd 29.07.2A20.

:. 'l'hosc griidclirrcs uci-e iitllrrucrl r'iLrriir;l i:crrcl'rrl i-:lcciiiin ro llihar slale asscnlhl' anrJ

scvcral b-lc-clccrions in 2t)l(J.

i. Whilc announcing lhc clcction .schcdulc ol'l.cgislativc Asscnrblics ,l'5 Starcsitj'l"s on

26'02.2A21, thc Comrnissiorr again stipulated rhar the sarrc guicltlincs sh6r"rlj hc lbllowcd
during thcsc clcclions. (iuidclincs u'crc furthcr rcire ratcd vidc lcttcr no. 4/202llSDR/Vol-
I datcd 12.03.2021 ltr all rcco.rlnizcci polilicerl panies aprl (tl:Os .f' all Srarcs/1,'l's tor
compliancc (ctlpy ctlcloscd ).

4' It is rvidcll ktrtlu'n that in thc rcccnl rrceks" CoVII) eascs arc being rcpo(cci in largcr
numbcrs. Ilorvcver, inslanccs tll'cleclion mcelings/canrpaigns harc conre to the noricc of
the Commission, H'hcrc norms of sor:ial distancing, rvcaring of masks ctc. havc h*"n
I'loutcd in disrcgard lo thc (.'ttnrmission's abor,c guitlelincs. luslanccs el'star
campaigncrslpoliticai lcadr.rrsieatrdiriatcs noI oirsc:'r,ing (lOVIl) protocois i'cluclirrg non-



t{icaring ol-masks thcntselvcs ill stitgc or rvhiie carnpaigning havc con.rc ro noticc. t}y doing
so' thc political partics anil car:rtirlatcs arc crposing rhcmsclvcs as rvcll as rhc public altcnding
such clcction mcctings ro thc gravc dangcr ol,inlbetiorr. 

:

5' 'I'hc comntissitln has takcn a scrious vicw of thc laxity in maintaining the norms.
particularll'no1 rvcariltg t'nasks anti nrll kccping strcial ilistancc i:v political icadcrs.n dais/
stage and thcrclore' rcitcratcs thc sarci guiticlincs issucrl on ?1.gt3.2020 rclerrcd to abovc for
obscryancc in all scriousrno[$.

6' Political parlics, Icadcrs, campaigncrs, canditlatrs, existing or aspiring poticy
makcrs arc cxpcctQd to hc torch bcarcrs I'rrr thc r:ampaign rgainst c{)vID ancl hcncc are
cxpccted to nol oniy sct an cxan:nic h-r'maintairrinu st;cial distancirrg. rvearing masks anci
{i:llowing prcscrihccl protocols hut aist h1'cxi:olring all rhe loc:al lornralions who atrcnd
prog,rammcs to lirllou, (:OVl[) prolocols.

7. 'l'hc (lonrnrission secks lirilcsi cootrcratiorr jion: tirc polirieal ;rartics and candidarcs ol.
strictcst ohscrvancc ol'thc proL0cols so that all thc (ovll) guidclincs are acihcred to b1.all
the participants inclutiing organizcrs in thc clceliorrccring. It is advisablc flrat political
leaderslcanrlidatcs rvho havc incunrhcnt duty to contror sprcad of covitl, demonlrrrrtc
b1' thcir pcrsonal cxample and nudge atl supporters in thc hcginning ol'rally, mcctings,
campaign itsclf to rvcar masksr use sanilizcrs ancl put in placr croryd control mcasurcs
as per social distancing norms.

tl' It is clarilitd that thc (--ommission, in cases of hreach, will not hesitate in
hanning public mcctings, rallies ctc. of thc dcfaulting canrlidatcs/star campaigncrsl
political lcaders u,ithout an-1. turlhtr rcfcrcncr.

Yours laith{ullv

lr,l-
(N 'l'. Ilhutia)

Sccretary
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ELECTTON COMMISSIOil Otr' INDIA
IIIRVACHAI{ EADAIII, ASHOXA ROA^D, ilEIp DrLHr - lloool

l{o. {64/PB-l,AllV}L Drtcd 16tn Aprll zo/ll

To,

Prcsidcnt / Chairperson / General Secretar5r

National/$tate Political Parties

Madam/Sir

Thc Cornmission, cognizant of the ongoing Covid-I9 pandemic, has

issued detailed guidelines drtcd 21.O8.3O2O prescribing arrangcments at
potling stations for voter!, for polling oflicials, as well as for potitical campaign

to be foltowed during the conduct of Assembly Elections in the State of Bihar.
Thc same guidclines were prescribed for all Bye Elections that wert conducted

ln 2O2O. These Covid gutdollnor ucrc rcltontad while announcing the

Assembly Elcctions for thc States of .A.rsarn, West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu

and UT of hrducherry on 26,O2.2Ur1.

2. It had been brought to the notice of the Commission that at some

occasions, during public meetings, rallies, etc. these guidelines had not becn

followed. In view of this, the Comrnission rcltcntcd Corld Guldcllacr on
O9.U,2o/21 for the conduct of safe elections wherein it also gave a strict
warning that in case of brcach Commission will not hesitate in banning public
meetings, rallies, etc.

3. In rddlson to. tlg Suldcltrca thc CotltgLrlgr brr rbo t LQn thc
f-ollortw noesurpr to dod rtth,tho Cqlrld.l9 eandcnlg, durlnf thc oorlod
oleloctlonr:

1) Initiativcs have been taken for generating intensive awarcness among

voters and all stakeholders connected to the election process regarding

thc process of fighting against the Covid pandemic-



dt
2| The maximum number of electors per booth has been reduced to l0o0

from 1500.

3) Facilities of casting of postal ballot has been extended to PWD electors,

80 yrs +, and Covid suspect/Positive'
4) Mandatory use of mask, sanitisers rnaintaining distance among the

polling personnel during training' imparting training in srnall batches

in big rooms,
5) The handling of the EVM and WPATg during different stages of its

pneparation like First Level of checkirrg (FLC), Randomisation and

Assembly constituency wise physical segregation, commissioning

were done, following all Covid norms like usc of gloves, sanitising of

the area, use of mask, placernent of tables maintaining distancing

protocols.
6) Mandatory use of mask, face shield, sanitizer, gloves by the Polling

Personnel during the poll process'

7) Mandatory usc of masts by every voter,stock of rcserve rnasks is kept

at the booth for providing to default electors'

8) Hand Sanitizer for all voters before entry'

9i Chectcing of body temperature of all electors by IR thermometer by

health workers.Ii any person has a temperature higher than normal

tempcrature, he/she wilt need to come in the tast hour of the poll fixed

10)

for Covid Patients.
use oi disposable gloves for right hand use of voters to push the

button of the Ballot unit of EVM'

rDisposalofglovesatexitinbinsanddisposalofsuchbiomedical
waste by Agency after poll is over

t M".irirrg of 6 feet distance fior queue outside the polling station to

maintain social distancing betwccn voters'

1t)

Lzl

13) Sanitisation of polling stations'

ioi Declaring all polling ollicials as frontline workera for getting thcm

naccinatcd against Covid-l9' More than 85% pollinS perBonnel have

been vaccinated tin date. Moreover, vaccination was also done for all

officialsi.ecivilandpolicewhoareassociatedwiththeelcction
pnocess, in addition to Polling Personnel'

lsl F,roviding ppE kits ror faJitating voting bycovid suspect/Positives'

16lsectorlevethealthregulatorshavebeenappointedformonitoring
and suPervision'

Aforrrald gutdcllnar lraucd by tho coonlsrlon erG rupploncntary to thc

dircctionsprcscribcdfnrmtimetotimebytheMinistryofHomcAffairs,
Govemment of India and orders issucd by the central and state Governments

under thc Disaste, M.r,"g"-ont Act, zooi to contain the spread of covid-19'



fd
le$' ,: '@. +. Thc Comrnission on 16,04.2021 invoking its powers under Article 324

' has already ordered the following:

. l. Ito nrlllct, Dubllc EcGthS.r atrcct pleyr, truklrd rrbhe} rLrll bc

rllorcdotll[ydrydurh3ttrcdryrofcaopalgabotrcga?pnrad
1O rrn r.c.f ?Pn of 16.{'20i11'

2. Sllracc Pcrlod tior nlllol, publlc ncctlagr, itlrcct phy:, lluktrd
srbhhsc,blLcnlllo!orrDy3ethcrlrrgforcenpelgrhsPrrr?olc!
rhdl bo cxtcndod to 72 houn bcfore thc end of the poll for Phase 6,

phaac T end phase 8 in the State of West Bengal. Thereby, for ttrese

phascs, campalgn shall end at 6.3oPM on 19.04,2o21; on 23.o4.2U21;

and on 26.A4,2021 resPectivclY'

S. Ttre Commission has further considcred the matter and after taking the

prevailing unprecedentcd public health situation has ordcrcd thc followinE:

1) Crndldetcr end Pouuc.l Prrtlcr rhrll casuro abroluto ncport

rbroluto rdhcrencc to covid guidelines in letter and sprit.

violations,lfrnyrhaltboatcrntydcaltwlthrndrctlon'
lacludlag crlalnnl actlon, taken as Per extant legal framework.

2) It ehrll bo thc rcqroarlblllty of thc or3rnlrcrr of publlc

nootbSr, nlllcl, ctc to prcvldc of aerlr ead realtlrcrr to
ca.Xt Dorron rttcndlng thcra nccthge, rdllor' otc rt thclr
co*t which shall be added and counted within limits of prescribed

expenditurc. Organisers shall also ensurc propcr usagc of masks '
orriti".r. a.nd aleo be responsible for maintaining minimum social

distance bY everyone.

3l gtrr croplgnor/polltlcat lcrdore/crndtdetol/erplrlng poucy

orlotl shall demot *tote by their personal example and nudge all

supporters in the beginning of thc rally, mceting and any other

event during campaign to wear mask, use sanitisere and maintain

social d.istance and put in place euch crowd control measures a3

arc necesaary for observance of cxtant guidelines'

4}DtrtrtctElcctlogottlecnrldRcturnlqlolEcorrrhrlltrlo
itftct dGguncs to caforcc Covtd guldcllacr dudlf clopelgn
TLcy rhrtl ceacol public roothgq rrlllce, ctc. if any violations

are obsered, in addition to invoking penal sections'

5) Bpoolrl Obrcrvcn rnd Gcaorel, Follco and @radlfiuo
obrorvrr shall strictly monitor compliance of covid norrns during

campaign.



s
@

6) Chlcf Socrotary, Wclt Bcagd, CEO, Wcrt Bcngd ' dl DEIOI lad
ROt of t}e remaining three phases shall ensure strict compliance

of this oder and enforcement of extant guidelines. Special

obscrvers and other district/ constituency (ies) level observers

shall rtgularly mon itor compliance,

Yours

(Madh

Secretary
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
I{IRVACHAN SADAN, AStlOl(A ROr\D' NEW l}ELlIl'll000l

Dated :2ld APril' 2021

To,

No. 437fWB'1A2021

Sublcct:

Prcsidcny'Ccncral S ccretarY

of oll rccognized Nutional/Stutc Political partics

Guitteliocn in rchtioa to crmpoigns clc' durirg thc Covid'19 pandcrnic - reg'

Sir,

ThcElcctionCommirsionoflndin'inviewofCovid-lgpantlcmic'hasissuLtdctailed

guidclincs darcd 2t'08'2020 prcscribing covid safe anangcmenls at polling slutions for

votBls/oflicialsasrvellosforclectioncampaigns.Tlrcseguidelinesrr.ercrtitcrardrvhilc

anrrourcingAsscmblyElcctionsforthesnaregofAssam,WcilBengal,TamilNadu,Kcralaand

UTofPuduchcrryon76.02202|.Thcscwercfur1hctrcitcdlcdon09.04.202lrvarningthal..i,,

caseso!brcachCommissiottvlllnothcsilgleinbanningpublicnceting,s,etc,ofthadcfaulting

candidatcsl srur canrytigners/ytl it icol I axlers "'

Horvever, finding violations cornmission on t6th April 2021 invoking Art 324 hos

cxrcndcd the silencc prriod in ensuing wcs Bcngal Assembly clections 2021 and has ingructcd

thst:

(o) lto rdllies' public nurings' strcct pltys' Nuk*od sabhat' shall be sllox'ed on ary day

during the dtrys of campign berwccn Tpnt and l0 ou v"el7 ptn of l6"l'2021'

(b) Silence peridfor rallies' publtc meetings' stteet plal's' nukkad sohhttt' bikc rollies or

ony gathctlngfor canytigning purq'sas shalt be extendcd to 72 hours belwe the cnd oJ

ttc potlfor Ptrrse 6' Phq're 7 and Plwrs I in the Stotc of Ve* Bengal'



I

,l.hetlon.bleHig,hCourtofCalcutta,videitscomlnonondcrdated2o.o4.2o2lpascdin

WPANo,ll!of2allundWPANo,IlSol202l,rvhileratingavicwofthcAflidavitfilcdby

cEo west Bcngal dctailinB sreps hken for inrplcmentation of covid-t9 insmctionvguidclines

was plr:ased to obsen'c as under:

"That being stt' it tvctuld be oqn to the Elaclion Connlssion ollndia and thc Chief

Elcctoral Wllicer to toke requisile ttep'r tts slalcd irr poragroplt 
'13 'ofthe"rePoil 

and

also to cwute successfitl itnplenentotion o/CO1D Protocols by requiring strlct

conptiance '1*ou'i'*u 
rtttideti"cs ant! ordcrs bv '::::::'' 

*rtics' etectorut

candidotes ond ull other concernxl ttith thc eledion process

CommissionthcrcforconccagainlvsmslhalincascpartieJcandidatcsdon.tabidebythc

laiddounCovidprotocotsduringcampoign,neccssaryactionundcrDisaslcrMunagcmcntAcl

2005, Epiclcmic Discases ;;r;. "rc. 
,vitt rc initiated inrmcdiately b1' thc district authoritics

andthcirpermissionro,n,.i,.,campaigns.cvcnilgrantedprcviously'shallalsobccancelled.

Chief SccrsErv *t" ut';;;' ciiti ,'"t'l lfnccr 
West Bensal' and all District Elccilon

o'iccrs ere atso u"ing air".i"d ,o ,.rpurorrly fortow Hon'blc lligh courr's dircctions and cxlant

guidclines.

Thanking You

Yours FaithfullY

Ar.* !*"
(SudccP Jain)

DeputY Election Commissioncr
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvrchen Srdan, Ashoka Road, Ncw l)clhi-l 10001

Datcd: 22trd April,202lNo.464AilIi-l,Lf202l

oRI)l.llt

Whercas, the Commission, cognizant of thc ongoing Covid-19 pandcmic, has issucd

detailed guidelincs datcd 21.08.2020 prcscribing arrangcmcnts at polling stations for votcrs,

for polling officials, as wcll as for political campaign to be followed during thc conduct of
Assembly bllcctions in thc Stalc of llihar. 'l'hc samc guidclines wcrc prcscribed for all Bye

[lections that werc conductcd in 2020;and

Whcrcas, thc abovc Covid guidclincs wcrc rcitcratcd whilc announcing thc

Assembly Elcctions for thc Statss of Assam, Wcst llcngal, Kcrala, 'l'amil Nadu and UT of
Puducherry on 26.02.2021 ; and

Whercas, thc Commission obscrvcd violation of thc Covid guidclincs during public

meelings, rallics, ctc and again rcitcretcd Covid (luidclincs on 09.04.2021 for thc conduct

of safc slections in which thc (lommission also gavc a strict warning thal in casc of brcach

the Commission will not hcsitatc in banning public mcctings, rallics, ctc.; and

Whcreas, thc sforcsaid guidclincs issucd by the Commission arc supplemcntary
to thc dircctions prcscribcd fnrm timc to tirnc by thc Ministry of l{omc Affairs, Covernmcnt

of lndia and ordcrs issucd by thc Ccntral and Statc Govcrnmcnls undcr lhc Disastcr

Management Act, 2005 to conlain thc sprcad of Covid- l9; and

Whercas, thc Commission is vcslcd with thc rcsponsibility of conducting frce and

fairclcctions to thc Parliarncnt and State Legislaturcs and to thc OIIccs of the Prcsident and

thc Vice-Prcsidcnt of lndia; and

Whereas, it is a wcll sctllcd law that Articlc 324 of thc Constitution of India confcrs

upon the Commission the widcst possiblc powcr in thc mattcr o{ "superintendence, direction

and conlrol of.,, ad the conduct of, all elections... to the l,egislature of every Slale,.. ",'and

Whcreas, thc Commission has noled scveral instanccs of clcction mectings and
campeigns whcrcin norms of social distancing, wcaring of masks clc. havc becn floutcd in
blatant disrcgard of thc Commission's aforcsaid guidclincs; and

Whercas, the Commission has also laken a scrious vicw against rcpcated violations
by star campaigncrs/political lcadcrVcandidatcs who arc supposcd to bc torch bearcrs for the

campaign against Covid-19, grossly violating Covid-19 protocols, thcrcby cxposing
thcmselvcs as wcll as the public to thc dangcr o[ infcction; and

Whereas, in vicw of unprcccdentcd public hcalth conccrns, thc Commisrion on

16,4.2021, invoking its plcnary powcns under Article 324, ordcrcd thc following:

I
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I' No rallics, pubric mcctirrgs, strccr prays, Nukkad sabhas, shall bc allowcd on
any day during thc days of campaign bctwccn Tprn and r0am w.c.f. Tprn o[
16.04.2021.

2. Silcncc period for railics, public mccrings, srrect plays, Nuklsd sabhas, bike
rallic's or any gethering for campeigning purposcs shall bc crtcnded lo 72
hours bcforc thc cnd of thc polt for Phasc 6, Phase 7 and phasc 8 in thc Surc of
wcst llcngal. 'lhercby, for thcsc phascs, campaign shall cnd at 6.3opM on
19.04.2021; on 23.04.202 t; and on26.04.202t respcctivcly; and

Whcrcaq on 2l-04-2021, the Commission further ordcrcd that in casc
parties/candidatcs don't abidc by the laid down Covid protocols during campaign, nc.cessary

action under pandemic act ctc will be initiatcd immediatcly by thc disrrict authorities and

thcir pcrmission for furthcr campaigns, cvcn if grantcd prcviously, shall also bc canccltcd;

and

whcreas, thc commission has notcd with anguish that many political
partics/cendidatcs erc still not adhcring to thc prcscribcd safcty norms during thc
public getherings aud this is making difficult for thc Stste/Distrisl clection machincries
to eoforce thc aforcsaid dircctions fully; and

Now, thcrcforc, in vicw of aforc*aid end taking all matcrial facts into
consideration, and in addition to Commission carlicr ordcrs detcd 21.0E.2020,

26,02.2021, 16.04.2021 and 21.04.2021, thc Commission invoking irs powcrs undcr

Articlc 324 furthcr ordcrs that w.c.f. from 7.00pm of 22.04-2021, in the Strtc of Wcst

Bcngal -

l. No road show/ Pad-Yalro shall be pcrmissiblc;

2. No cyclclbikc/vchiclc rally shall bc perrnissiblc.

3. No public mecting bcyond thc limit of 500 pcrsotrs at a place subjcct to
availability of adcquetc spacc with social distaacing, adhcring to COVID-I9
safcty norms, shall bc permissiblc.

4. Permission for road show, cyclc/bikclvchiclc rally, if grantcd already, stands

withdrrwn. Pcrmission for public mccting, if grantcd alrcady, stands modified

to thc cxtcnt abovc.

CEO West Bengal, all DIiOs and ROs shall bring this to thc noticc of all conccmed

imrnediately and shalt ensurc complilnce repcat cnsunc compliancc without lail.

Ilv the Comm

K(

SECRT":1'ARY
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SECRETARIAT OF

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
fisl.n Sqot.

ri{ilo'td, d fttFrrooor
Nirvachan Sadan,

Ashoka Road, Ncw l)clhi-ll000l
No. 464AtB-l,Ln02l
To.

Drted: 23'April,202l

Chief Secretary,
Slate of West Bengal,
Kolkata.

Subject: Compliance of COVID. 19 norms, under lhe Disaster Management Act, 2005, during
public campaign in the ongoing ebctions in the State of West Bengal-regarding.

Sir.

It has been brought to the notice of the Commission that in public campaigns during
the ongoing elections, the COVID appropriate behaviour, as mandated under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, has not been adhered to by the public in general and by the political
partiedcandidates in particular lt is also observed that the authorities under the National
Disaster Management Authorily (NDMA) and State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA)
have nol been enforcing the norms with promptitude, prescribed under the said Act, despile
the Act providing penal consequences as a sanclion for such violations.

2, lt would be recalled that since the advent of pandemlc. NDMA/ SDMA have been
prescribing guidelines for appropriate COVID behaviour during public gatherings to stop the
spread of COVIO-19. On 21.08.2020, the Commission framed broad guidelines which
provided that the State specific guidelines would be drawn up by the State authorities taking
into consideration local conditions. The Commission announced the ongoing eleclions on
26.A2.2A21and it was expected that all would adhere lo the exlant instructions as speo'fied
by NDMA/SDMA and the concerned authorities under the 2005 Act would lake appmpriate
action lor enforcemenl. After observing the violations during public campaigns, the
Commission has issued series of orders/advisories on 09.04.2021,16.04.2021,21.M.2021,
and 22.O4,2021 'for adherence to COVID-19 norms during the public campaign. However,
the Commission has observed that a few actions haye been taken by the authorities
empowered by the 2005 Act on the ground. lt seems that very little fruitful aclions have been
done by the SDMA against such omissions by the district authorities in the State.

4. ln view of the aforesaid, the Commission has directed that all necessary measures
must be taken for strict compliance with COVID safety norms durrng all public campaigns in
lhe State under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 by the concerned empowered
authorilies on the ground.

faithfully,

(RAKESH KUMAR)

Secretary
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Tel: 01 1-23052246
Fax 011-230520O1
Website: r,ww eci.go.,,.n

No,464liNST /2021lEPS

To

,i.lai*.xri;..J.

avhct-e q{ ftd-r.,ooor.
NirvachanSadan,

Ashoka Road, New Delhi-11C1001.

Dated: 28 April, 2O2L

The Chief Electoral (ffficers of
all States/UTs

Subject: General Electinn to Legislative Assemblies nf lVest Bengal,
Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry, 2azl and bye eleetion
in various states - Broad Guidelines for covid-safety During
Counting of votes on 2od M*y, 2OZl- Regarding.

Sir,

The Commission had issued Broad Guidelines for conduct of
General Election/ Bye- Election during Covid-19 after on 21sI August, 2O2O

incorporating vieu's/suggestion of National/State Political parties. The

Commission also considered the vie$'s and suggestion given by the Chief

Secretaries before finalizing the broad Covid-19 guidelines.

2. After issuing the ab<x,e guidelines, the Commission conducted

General Elections to the Legislative Assemb)y of Bihar ancl other Bye-

Elections to various State during Covid- 19 period by strictly following these

Guidelines in 2020

3. Even though the spread of pandernic had reduced in the month

of Febmary 2021 Commission contir:ued with same strict regime of Cor"id

safety guidelines and announccd the election of 5 poll going States/UT's. The

Commission has already conducted polls of ongoing General Elections to the

Legislative Assemblies of Assam, 'l'amil Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry along with

Bye-Eiection to Various Statbs and has also conducted 7 Phases of Election

in West Bengal and 8th Phase of West Bengal Election is due on 29th April,

2421.

4. Counting of votes for all these elections is due on 02.05.2021.

5. In view of second \l/ave of pandemic and in order to ensure a

completely Covid sal"e arrangements dudng cr:unting the Cornmission has
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Oflicers of atl 5 polt going States/UT ancl has taken their views and safety

Measures/protocol to be followelcl during the panclernic.

6. After considering the views emd inputs from Chief Secretaries,

Health Secretaries and the Cirief Electorai Officers of all poll going States/U'1,

the Commission has directecl all the poll going states/UT to adhere the

following instructions during the cor-tuting process oI the General

Election s / Bye-Election s-

i, DEO shall be the Nodal OIficer at each Counting Centre to ensure

adherence to the following the COVID-l9 related norms at

Counting Centres, with assistance of Nodal Health OfIicer.

ii. Compliance Certificate in respect of Counting Centre that all

arrangement has been made as per extant COVID guidelines shall

be obtained from the concerned Health Authorities.

iii. I{o candidates/agents will be allorved inside the counting hall

rnrithout undergoing RT-PCR/RAT test or without having 2 doses

of vaccination against Covid-19 and will have to produce Negative

RT-pCR report or RAT report or Vaccination reports within 48

hours of start of counting. The DEO shall make arrangement of

RT-PCR/RAT Test to Candidates/counting agents before the day

of Counting. List of counting agents shall be made available by

the conteeting candidates to the RO concerned by 17OO hours on

the day three days prior to the date fixed for counting of votes.

(para L5.12.2 of RO handbook|

iv. No public gathering outside the counting venue shall be allowed

during the process of counting.

v. The Cour:ting Hall should be sr-rfficiently big to rnaitrtain Social

Distancing, and shouid have proper venttlation, windows, exhaust fan

tocol of S

vi. The counting centers shall be disinfected before, during ancl after the

counting.

yii. Sealed outer Lroxes of DVMIWPAf shail also be sanitized/disinfected.

viii. Number of Counting tables to be allowed in a counting hall as per the

size of l{all and keeping in vieu,safety normb prescribred for Covid-19'

etc
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x.

xi.

xii.

xiii.

Hence, counting of rrotes of a constituency may be considered at s-4
halls by appointing additional Assistant Returning officers.
At the entry of hall/ room/ premises-

a. Therrnal Scanning of all persons shall be carried out;
b. Sanitizer, soap and water shall be made available and every

person entering in hall shall sanitize his/her hand.
No one having any symptom of couD- t9 like fever. cold etc. shall be

allowed to enter in the Counting Hall.

Candidate may appoint/replace the counting agents in case report is
positive.

Social distancing shall be naintained inside counting Hali, seating

arrangement of Counting Personnel/Agents etc. should be made as

per extant COVID-19 guidelines of NDMA/SDMA.

There shall be sufficient number of PPE Kit for counting
Agents/ Candidates. The Counting Agents sittine shall

-Ylv
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be in PPE.

The following items shall be provided to every counting official and

security personnel in addition to other prescribed items:

a. Mask

b. Sanitizer

c. Face-Shield

d. Gloves

For counting of Postal Elallots, additional number of AROs may be

deputed. If required, Postal Ballots mav also be counted in a separate

hall under the supervision of the Returning OfficerlAssistant

Returning officer.

As per the government guidelines, there shall be proper arrangement

of disposal of COVID related wastage viz Mask, Face Shield, PPE Kit,

gloves etc.

There shall be proper display of guidelines "Does & Don't" at

convenient places including entrance gate and inside counting hall.

The Commission vide instruction No.'164/INSTl2O2llEPS dated 27*'

April, 2021has already directed that

xv

xvl

xl'l1



i. No victory procession after the counting on 02.05'2021 shall

be allorveci.

ii. Not more than trvo pcrsolls shall beallou'ed to accompany the

rvinning canclidate or his/hcr authorized representative

receive the certificate of electiotr from thc Returni"ng Officer'

Non-compllance of Instructions - Anybody violating instructlons

on COVID-19 measures will be liable to proceeded against aa per the

provislons of Section 51 to 6O of the Disaster Management Act,2OO5,

besides legal action under Section 188 of the IPC, and other legal

provislons as applicable, as speclfled ln Order No. 4O'3lzOzA-DM'llAl

dated 29th July, 2OZA of Ministry of Home Affairs. District Election

Oflicer should bring this to the notice of all concerned'

Based on these broad guidelines, a detailed COVID'19 related
comprehensive plan for couutlng alangements wifl be prepared at
the State level, taking local conditions into account. Three'layer plaa
will be prepared in consultation with the concerned Nodal Health
Offreers: AC, District, and State levels. In case of bye'elections, the
plans will be prepared at the District and AC levels in consultation
with respective Nodal Health Officers.

The above instructions shall be foliowed strictiv in letter and spirit by alt

concerned authorities.

These instructions shall be brought to the notice of ali politica.l

parties / contesting candidates immediately.

Yolrrs faithfull_r',

MUI$IERJEE}
SR. PR. SECRETARY



No. 40-3/2020-DM-I(A)
Government of India

Ministry of Home Allairs

North Block, New Delhi-110001

Dated 286 August,2021

ORDER

In exercise of the powers, conferred under Section l0(2Xl) of the Disaster
Management Act 2005, the undersigned hereby directs that the Order of Ministry
of Home Afltiirs of even number dateci 29tr' June, 2021, to ensure compliance to
the containment lneasures for COVID- 19, as conveyed vide Ministry of Health
& Farnily Welfare (MoF#W) DO No. 2.2801518512021-DM Cell dated 28h June

2021, wili remain in force upto 30tr' September, 2021.

Unton Home

and, Chairman, National Executive Committee (NEC)

To:

1. The Secretaries of Ministries/ I)epartments of Govetnment of India

2. The Chief Secretaries/Administrators of States/Union Territories

(As per list attached)

Copy to:

i. All Members of the National Executive Committee

ii. Member Secretary, National Disaster Management Authority

r i

I
val-l
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BR(IAO CUIBETI],IES FOR CONDUCT tIF CENERAT ELECTIOilS/

BYE.ELICTIONS BURIHG C{IVID.19

After onset of C0VID-19 pandemic in lndia, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare(MoHFW) have been issuing guidelines from time t0 time. ln their

latest circular dated 29th Ju|y,2020, Ministry of Home Affairs has issued comprehensive guide-

lines/directives to be followed countrywide Similarly, Ministry of Health E Family Welfare

has also issued S0P on disinfection, sanitization, and preventi0n for containing C0VID{9.

The C0mmission on 17th July, 2020, sought views/suggestions of National/State

Political Parties till 31't )uly, 2020, which on request, Commission fufther extended the period

tillllth August, 2020 The Commission has considered the views/suggestions received from

various p0litical Parties, and Chief Electoral 0fficers of States/UTs on election campaign

and public meetings.

t(eeping in view the above, following broad guidelines have been framed with

respect t0 l(ey activities of the conduct of elections, considering the upc0ming General

Elections and bye-electi0ns in various States/U1s during the period of COVID-19 :

1. GENERAL GUIItELINES TO BE F{lLt(lIilEI) DURINO ENTIRE ELECTI(}N PR(lCESSES

FOR ALL PERS(}NS

1) Every persgn shall wear face mask during every election related agtivity.

2) At the entry of hall/ room/ premises used for election purp0ses:

(a) Thermal Scanning of all persons shall be carried out;

(b) Sanitizer, soap and water shall be made available.

3) Social distancing shall be maintained as per the extant C0VID-19

guidelines of the State Govt. and Ministry of Home Affairs.

4) As far as practicable, large halls should be identified and utilized to ensure

social distancing norms.

5) Adequate number of vehicles shall be mobilized for movement 0f polling

personnel, security personnelt0 ensure compliance of C0VID{9

guidelines.

6uidelines eEfilon doiogCoVl0l9

sl.1{0. Guidelines to he followed



2. N(}BAL HEALTH (}IFICER

Nodal Health 0fftcer shall be designated for the State, the District and the

Assembly Constituency to oversee COVID-19 related arrangements and,

preventive measures during entire electoral process.

3. EVMS/VVPATS

1) First E Second randomization and preparation of EVMsiVVpRts shall be

done in large halls.

2l Sanitizers shall be provided in sufficient quantity for use during the

pr0cess.

3) Gloves shall be made available to each official handling EVM/VVPAT.

4. TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING

1) As far as practicable, training of election officials will be organized in

decentralized manner at large halls.

2) training for election officials may be organized through online mode.

3) All PPTS, training materials, relevant documents, t0pic wise video clips,
question papers for self-assessment may be uploaded in app/ portal s0

that any election official can access it as per requirement.

4) Sufficient number of Polling/Counting/Poll related staffs shall also be

l<ept in reserve by DE0/R0, to replace in case any polling personnel

displays C0Vl D-19 symptoms.

5. Nt)MINATION PROCTSS

l. Following additional 0ptions t0 facilitate online mode are hereby provided:

1) N0minati0n form will also be available online on the website of CE0/

DE0. An intending candidate may fill in it online and its print may be

tal(en for submitting before the Returning Officer as specified in Form{
(Rule-3 of Conduct of Election Rules 1961).

2) Affidavit may also be filled in online on the website of CE0/DE0 and its

print can be tal(en and after notarizati0n it may be submitted along with
the nominati0n f0rm before the Returning Officer.

3) Candidate may deposit security m0ney through online mode at the

designated platform. H0wever, a candidate will continue t0 ha\/e the

0pti0n of deposit in cash in the treasury

E{ldellnes l0r coflduct0t oercral gectlon/Bye electio0dudf,gc0vl0-E
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4l Candidate may have the option to seek his/her elector certificati0n f0r
the purpose of nomination online .

ll. Further, Commission has directed:

1) Number of persons t0 accompany candidate for submission of N0minati0n

is restricted t0 two (2). (This is in supersession of existing para b.8.1 of
Returning Officels Handbool< 2019)

2) Number of vehicles for the purposes of nomination is restricted t0 two
(2). (This is in supersession of existing para b.8.1 of Returning 0fficels
Handbook 2019)

3) Returning 0mcefs chamber should have sufficient space to perform

the functi0ns of nominati0n, scrutiny and symbol allocation following
social distancing norms.

4l Returning Officer should allot staggered time in advance to prospective

candidates.

5) Large space for waiting for candidate(s) sh0uld be arranged.

6) All steps required to be taken for the submission of nomination form
and affidavit shall continue to operate as per the provisions contained
in the Representati0n of the People Act, 1951.

6.

1

TLECTI(lN MATERIAL

Election Material (itwill be prepared in a spacious and sufficiently large hall

following all safety, sanitation and social distancing measures.

DISTRIBUTI(}N ANN S(}LLECTION (IF ETECTI(}N MATERIAL

1) targe halls/spaces should be identified for distribution/collecti0n 0f
election material.

?l As far as practicable, it should be organized in decentralized manner.

3) Prior staggered time should be allocated to the pollingteams for distribution/

collection of election material.

B TIMING OF 3'd RANO{}MIIATION:

Timing for 3'd randomization of polling staff be increased from 24 hrs t0 72

hrs in order to avoid large qathering of polling staff at dispatch centres.

(This is in supersession of ECI N0. 464llnstl2008/EPs dated 19th September,
20t)8)

llect!0n/ nye elerll0n durl n! crvt0{,

sl.l{0.



N(l. OF ELECT(IRS IN POLLING STATION

There shall be maximum 1000 electors instead of 1500 electors in a polling

stati0n.

commission's lnstru ction N0.23/sEC/2020-ERS, dated 23'd )uly, 2020)

I

10 P(ILLING STATION ARNANGEMENTS

Commission has issued detailed instructions for assured minimum facilities

at each polling stati0n. Now, in view of C0VID-19 situation, following additional

facilities/steps should be tal<en:

1) Mandatory sanitization of Polling Station, preferably, a day before the poll.

2) Thermal Scanner at the entry point of every polling stati0n location.

3) Thermal Checking of voters at entry point of polling station location/

P0lling station, either by polling Staff 0r Para Medical Staff 0r Asha worker

4) lf temperature is above the set ngrms 0f MoHFW at first reading then it

will be checlted twice and if it remains, then the elector shall be provided

with token/certificate and will be asked to come for voting at the last

hour of poll. At the last hour of poll, such electors shall be facilitated

voting, strictly following C0Vl0-19 related preventive measures.

b) Help t]esl( for distribution of tol<en t0 the v0ters of first come ftrst basis so

that they do not wait in the queue.

6) Marker t0 dem0nstrate social distancing for queue.

7) Earmarking circle for 15-20 perS0ns of 2 yards (6 feet) distance for voters

standing in the queue depending on the availability of space. There shall

be three qUeues eaCh, fOr male, female, and PwD/ SeniOr Citizen Voters.

B) The services 0f BL[s, volunteers etc may be engaged to monitor and

regulate social distancing n0rms strictly

9) 0ne shaded waiting areas with chairs, dari etc. will be provided, for male

and female Separately, within the polling Stati0n premises so that voters

can participate ln \/oting without safety c0ncerns.

10) Wherever possible, B00th App shall be used atthe polling stati0n.

11) soap and lVater shall be provided at the entry/exit point of every polling

station.

12) Sanitizer should be provided at the entry/exit point of every polling station.

0uldelhos i.r conduct $ttsneral tleclion/Bye electi0n dudfig c0v!n-1,
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13) Face Masks in reserves for those electors who are not carrying the masl<

will be l<ept.

14) Awareness posters on C0VID-19 should be displayed at visible locations.

15) Sitting arrangement in polling stati0n for the polling personnel and

polling agents shall be made as per the n0rms of social distancing.

16) lf p0lling agent or counting agent is having temperature above the
prescribed limit, then their reliever shall be allowed by presiding 0fficel
who will keep a record accordingly.

17) During the process of identification of voter, the voters will require to
lower the facemask for identification, when required.

1B) At any given time, only t(one) voter shall be allowed t0 stand in front of
each polling official maintaining social distance.

19) Hand gl0ves shall be provided t0 the voter, f0r signing 0n the voter
register and pressing button of EVM for voting.

20) Sanitizers shall be l<ept inside the b00th at appropriate locations with
clear direction for the use by voters.

21) C0VID{9 patients who are quarantined will be allowed t0 cast their vote

at the last hour of the poll day at their respective P0lling Stations, under

the supervision of health auth0rities, strictly following COVtD-l9 related

preventive measures. Sector fuagistrates shall coordinate this in their

allocated polling stations.

22) ln case of those voters who are residing in the area notified as containment

zone, guidelines shall be issued separately.

11. KIT F(lR POLLING OFTICER

The following items shall be provided to every polling official and security

personnel (0ther than those where PPEs are needed) in addition to other

prescribed items:

i. Masl<

ii. Sanitizer

iii. Face-Shield

iv. Gloves

Guldellne$ l& conduct 0f 0etr,ai tlscu0[/Fy. electlon d0in(c0vt0,19

Sl. il0.
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12. POSTAL BALLOT

1) 0ption of Postal Ball0t facility has been extended t0 the electors 0f

following categories:

a. Electors, who are marl<ed as Persons with Disabilities (PwD)

b. Electors above the age of 80 years

c. Electors employed in notified Essential services

d. Electors who are C0vlD- 19 positive/suspect and in quarantine (home/

institutional)

2) Guidelines for each of these categories are being issued separately.

13 CAMPAION BY TlT P(}LITICAL PANflESIISr,lTSST!NO f,A'{NINATH$

1) D00r t0 D00r Campaign- Subject t0 any other restriction(s) includinq extant

C0VID-19 guidelines, a gr0up of 5 (five) persons including candidates,

excluding security personnel, if any, is allowed t0 d0 d00r to door

campaigning.

?) Road Shows - The c0nvoy of vehicles should be brol<en after every 5 (five)

vehicles instead of 10 vehicles (excluding the security vehicles, if any). The

interval between two sets of convoy of vehicles should be half an hour

instead of gap of 100 meters. (tn supersession of Para 5.8.1 of Returning
(lfficer's Handbook 2019)

3) Election Meetings - Public gatherings/ rallies may be conducted subjectto
adherence t0 extant C0VID-19 guidelines. District Electi0n Officer should

take following steps for this putp0s0:

(a) District Election 0fficer should, in advance, identify dedicated grounds

for public gathering with clearly marked Entry/Exit points.

(b) ln all such identified grounds, the District Election Officer should, in

advance, put markers t0 ensure social distancing norms by the
attendees.

(c) N0dal District Health 0fficer should be involved in the process to
ensure that all C0VID-'19 related guidelines are adhered to by all

concerned in the district.

(d) District Election Officer and District Superintendent 0f Police should

ensure that the number of attendees does not exceed the limit
prescribed by State Disaster Management Auth0rity for public
gatherings.

Guldsllres t0r t0nduct 0l Ge[era, fl ec{l0r/gyE electi0n durtng c0vt0-19
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(e) DE0 should depute sector Health Regulators t0 oversee that covtD-l9
instructions/guidelines are being followed during these meetings.

(f) The political parties and candidates concerned should ensure that all
C0VID-19 related requirement like face masks, sanitizers, thermal
scanning etc. are fulf,lled during each of these activities.

(g) Non-compliance of lnstructioflS - Anyb ody violating instructions
on COVID-L9 measures will be lioble to proceeded agoinst as
per the provisions of Section 5L to 60 of the Disoster Monogement
Act, 2005, besides legal oction under Section 188 of the lPC, ond other

legol provisions os applicable, os specified in Order No.
40-3/2020-DM-\(A)dated 29th July, 2020 of Ministry of Home
Affairs. District Election Officer should bring this t0 the n0tice 0f all

concerned.

4l Allocation of public spaces must be done using Suvidha app in the manner

already prescribed by Commission.

14. STR(}NG-ROOM ARRANGEMTNT

1) Strong R00m should be sanitized after completi0n 0f poll day

2) Social Distancing and other safety n0rms shall be followed for each activlty

15. [(}UNTING OF VSTES

1) N0t m0re than 7 c0unting tables should be allowed in a counting hall.

Hence, counting of votes of a constituency may be considered at 3-4 halls

by appointing additional Assistant Returning Officers. (tn supersessi0n 0f

instructions dated 3()th April, 2014)

2) Carrying cases 0f CUs/VVPATS should be sanitized before placing over

counting tables.

3) De-sealing of CUs/VVPATS and displaying Result 0n CU should be done by

one official on each table.

4) Display of result from the Control Units may be displayed on a large screen

to avoid accommodati0n 0f large number of counting agents.

5) The counting centers shall be disinfected before, during and after the

co u nti ng.

0uldelhgs l0r c00dilct ot 0e0e.al llectl0n/Syeelectl0n dudf,8 c0yt0'1,
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6) For counting of Postal Ballots, additional number 0f AR0s may be required.

lf required, Postal Ballots mayalso be c0unted in a separate hall underthe
supervision of the Returning Officer/Rssistant Returning officer.

Based 0n these broad guidelines, a detailed C0vlD-l9 related comprehensive plan will
be prepared at the state leuel, taking local conditions into acc0unt. ln case of 0eneral
EleEtions, three-layer plan will be prepared in consultation with the c0ncerned Nodal

Health 0fficers: AC, Bistrict, and State levels. ln case of bye-elections, the plans will
be prepared at the 0istrict and AC levels in consultation with respective N0dal Health

0fficers. In case, m0re than one district is involued, such plans will be prepared by the
Returning 0fficer of the Parliamentary Constituency in coordination with the DEos,

wherever required.

Glldelhss l0r Colductorce0!ral flecit0n/BW eleutl0fl dudng covt0{9
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ELECTION COMMTSSION OF INDIA
Tel: 011-23052097
Fax 011-23052001

Website: www.eci.Pov.in

Frqt"n rrcir.
3rYiir ts, a-{ kd\-rrooor.

Nirvachan Sadan,

Arhoka Road, New oelhi-110001. >r
o"
F1
pN0.464IINSTiLPS/202I Dated: 6th Octobe r, 2O2l

To
The Chief Electoral Officers of,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, Madhya Pradesh, I-limachal Pradesh,

Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Ilaryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Rajasthan,'fclangana and West Ilengal.

Subject: Bye-elections in various Parliamentary and Assembly Constiuenices, 2021 -
Clarification regarding double vaccination of Candidate/Election
Agent/Pollin g Agent/Coun tin g Agent/D river etc.

Madam/Sir,
I am directed to refer various references received from States seeking clarification

on the subject cited and to state that the Commission has considered the following:-

1. Candidate/Election Agent/Polling AgenVCounting Agent/Driver etc., who has been

vaccinated l't dose and not eligible for 2nd dose as per vaccination protocol, may be

allowed with RTPCR negative report within 72 hours of the date of poll/counting, in

poll process and inside the counting hall.

2. CandidatelElection Agent/Poliing Agent/Counting Agent/Driver etc., who has not

been vaccinated even I't dose, may be allowed with RTPCR negative report within

48 hours of the date of poll/counting, in poll process and inside the counting halt.

3. No nomination will be denied in the absence of vaccination.

The above situation may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

(AMIT KUMAR)
UNDER SECRETARY
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